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took after receiving a leaked manuscript of
a study prior to its publication on May 21,
2007 in The New England Journal of Medicine
(NEJM). This study reported a link between
heart attacks and Avandia, a drug GSK sells
to control glucose levels in diabetics.

GSK representatives informed the Com-
mittee last summer that a peer reviewer
leaked the study to them weeks before it was
published. GSK later acknowledged to the
Committee that the peer reviewer was Dr.
Haffner. Dr. Haffner confirmed this fact not-
ing also that he was peer reviewing the study
for NEJM when he faxed the study to GSK.
According to documents filed at the FDA,
GSK has paid Dr. Haffner around $75,000 in
consulting fees and speaking honoraria since
1999.

Dr. Haffner told Committee investigators
that no one at GSK asked him to send them
this study about Avandia. Nonetheless, I am
interested in what GSK did after receiving
the study. Did GSK return the study to Dr.
Haffner? Did GSK contact the NEJM to re-
port this violation of publishing ethics? I
would appreciate a detailed description of
what GSK did after receiving the unpub-
lished study regarding one of their leading
drugs. Accordingly, please respond to the fol-
lowing questions and request for documents:

1. Please provide a list of all GSK employ-
ees who received and/or learned of the results
contained in the leaked copy of the manu-
script prior to publication by NEJM.

2. Please provide copies of all documents,
records, and recordings of telephone mes-
sages regarding the NEJM manuscript that
was leaked to GSK before publication.

3. Please provide the following dates:

a. When did GSK first contact the data
safety monitoring board of the RECORD
trial to begin publication of interim results?

b. When did GSK begin pulling together
the interim data of the RECORD trial?

c. When did GSK submit the interim re-
sults of the RECORD trial to NEJM for pos-
sible publication?

4. Please provide copies of all documents,
records, communications, and recordings of
telephone messages regarding the publica-
tion of the interim results of the RECORD
trial.

5. Please provide copies of any other pre-
publication study drafts that GSK received
about one of its products. Please do not in-
clude these drafts if a GSK employee was an
author on the study. This request covers the
period of January 1, 2000 to the present.

Thank you again for your continued assist-
ance in this matter. I would appreciate re-
ceiving the documents and information re-
quested by no later than February 15, 2008. If
you have any questions, please feel free to
contact Paul Thacker or Emilia DiSanto of
my Committee.

Sincerely,
CHARLES E. GRASSLEY,
Ranking Member.

———

FOREST CONSERVATION IN
INDONESIA

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to
take this opportunity to commend In-
donesian President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono for his statements on De-
cember 10, 2007, at the Bali Climate
Conference, concerning the Ministry of
Forestry’s ‘““Strategy and Action Plan
for National Comnservation of Orang-
utans.”

The President said ‘‘the survival of
the orangutan is inextricably linked to
the survival of its natural habitat: the
rainforests. . . . [T]o save orangutans,
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we must save the forests. And by sav-
ing, regenerating, and sustainably
managing forests, we are also doing our
part in reducing global greenhouse gas
emissions, while contributing to sus-
tainable economic development of In-
donesia. Successful orangutan con-
servation is the symbol of responsible
management of the earth’s resources.”

President Yudhoyono’s eloquent
words represent an important recogni-
tion by the Indonesian Government
that preserving orangutan habitat is
an environmental imperative, not only
to protect this magnificent species
from extinction but to help reduce car-
bon emissions resulting from the de-
struction of Indonesia’s forests.

A decade ago I included funds in the
Foreign Operations Act to support pro-
grams administered by the U.S. Agency
for International Development to pro-
tect the orangutan. Those initial funds
have evolved into an ongoing program
implemented through grants to non-
governmental organizations and for
training of Indonesian police, and has
begun to show encouraging results. Not
only are the entities involved in this
effort working more cooperatively to-
gether, the Indonesian Government is
taking steps to curb illegal logging
which poses the greatest threat to the
orangutan’s survival.

The orangutan’s fate is far from cer-
tain. Far more needs to be done to pro-
tect the forests of Borneo and Sumatra
where these great apes live. But by rec-
ognizing the opportunities this chal-
lenge presents for Indonesia and the
world, President Yudhoyono has done a
great service to this effort and gives us
hope that the orangutan can be saved.

I ask unanimous to have an article in
the Telegraph about President
Yudhoyono’s announcement of Indo-
nesia’s new Strategy and Action Plan
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Daily Telegraph, Dec. 28, 2007]
INDONESIA PLANTS TREES TO SAVE
ORANGUTANS
(By Ian Wood)

At the Bali climate summit, Indonesia an-
nounced a new scheme aimed at protecting
its orangutan population.

The plight of the orangutan, driven out be-
cause of deforestation and degradation of its
rainforest home, has become a potent symbol
of the battle to save the forests.

The most recent survey of wild orangutans
estimates that there are about 7000 remain-
ing in Sumatra, and about 55,000 in Borneo.
However the combined pressures of palm oil,
logging and forest fires are having a cata-
strophic effect on many areas.

Indonesian president Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono said at the launch of the project:
““In the last 35 years about 50,000 orangutans
are estimated to have been lost as their habi-
tats shrank. If this continues, this majestic
creature will likely face extinction by 2050.
The fate of the orangutan is a subject that
goes to the heart of sustainable forests . . .
to save the orangutan we have to save the
forest.”

For anyone with an interest in protecting
Indonesian rainforests these have to be wel-
come words.
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The action plan has taken nearly three
years to develop and has included various
NGO’s and the Indonesian forestry ministry.
The American group The Nature Conser-
vancy has represented the coalition of NGO’s
and has also pledged $1 million to support
the plan. The bold target of the project is to
save huge areas of forest scheduled for con-
version to palm oil.

““One million hectares of planned forest
conversion projects are in orangutan habi-
tat,” said Rill Djohani, director of The Na-
ture Conservancy’s Indonesia program.

‘“‘Setting aside these forests is an impor-
tant step for Indonesia to sustainably man-
age and protect its natural resources. It ben-
efits both local people and wildlife while
making a major contribution towards reduc-
ing global carbon emissions.”

Indonesia has made some progress in en-
forcing forest laws over the last few years
and if this plan can be implemented it would
be a landmark in Indonesian forest protec-
tion.

Dr. Erik Meijaard, a senior scientist with
The Nature Conservancy, said: ‘It could lead
to 9,800 orangutans being saved and prevent
700 million tons of carbon from being re-
leased.”

Although Indonesia has already destroyed
huge swathes of rainforest, it still has over
100 million acres left. Both scientists and In-
donesian officials hope that the emerging
carbon market could provide funds to pro-
tect important areas.

“Forest conservation can provide eco-
nomic benefits for a very long time,” said
Dr. Meijaard. ‘“‘If payments for avoided defor-
estation become an official mechanism in
global climate agreements, then carbon buy-
ers will likely compensate Indonesia for its
forest protection. Protecting the orangutan
will then lead to increased economic devel-
opment in the country. Such a triple-win sit-
uation is not a dream. With some political
will, it can soon be reality.”

The other target of the project is to return
orangutans housed in rehabilitation centres
to the forest by 2015. There are currently
over 1000 orangutan housed in care centres
with more arriving on a regular basis. The
majority are ready to be returned to the wild
now but there are simply not enough suit-
able release sites. If carbon trading could
achieve the aims of this plan, then these
great apes could return to the forests where
they belong.

———

HELSINKI COMMISSION

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak on the work of the Hel-
sinki Commission.

The Helsinki Commission yesterday
held an important hearing on com-
bating anti-Semitism in the OSCE re-
gion. I would like to commend the two
panelists who testified, Professor Gert
Weisskirchen, MP and Dr. Kathrin
Meyer. Professor Weisskirchen serves
as the OSCE’s chair-in-office personal
representative on anti-Semitism, and
Dr. Meyer serves as the advisor on
anti-Semitism issues in the OSCE’s Of-
fice for Democratic Institutions and
human rights. Both of these scholars
have been fighting against anti-Semi-
tism for years, and their good work
should be recognized. Modern anti-
Semitism is an appalling relic of a past
horror; and though it is not yet as ac-
ceptable as in ages past, its resurgence
today is no less troubling.

We forget, sometimes, just how much
the world is indebted to the Jewish
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